TAKE-HOME FINAL EXAMINATION
Your Take-Home Final Examination will revolve around our last unit, Autism and 21st-Century Literature.  Like the Major Paper/Project, you may choose to do this assignment individually or collaboratively (with up to three other classmates).  This exam will be worth 20% of your final grade (unless you selected the learning contract option).  
You must submit your exam by posting it to our dis/lit website; before publishing your post, please click the Categories box for Take-home Finals, and use as many tags as might be helpful (you may create/use a Take-home Final Examination tag, but it’d also be great if you’d tag any writers/works from our reading list and identify the main topic/focus/issue as well).
As with any formal essay, you may expect to be graded on the level of your ideas, as well as on all the basic qualities of a successful essay—including but not limited to clear thesis statement, strong organization, logical paragraphing, coherent and appropriately developed presentation, successful integration of quoted material where applicable, grammatically correct writing, and a mature sense of style.  You should use the MLA documentation system (7th or 8th ed.). 
The exam will be due at the end of your exam period:

Sec. 01 (12:30): Tues., Apr. 28, 2:30 p.m.                   Sec. 02 (2:00): Thurs., Apr. 30, 6:00 p.m.

All exams should be typed, double spaced, and pledged.  There will be a penalty for work falling outside the parameters of the word count requirements; the final draft should be 1000-1500 words.  Please include your word count somewhere on the exam.  
A late exam will have its grade knocked down one full level (that is, from A to B) unless I grant you an extension ahead of time, and no work will be accepted after the end of the last exam period unless you have been cleared to do so by Academic Services.  Obviously, this semester even more so than others, I am willing to work with you if you need an extension; just ask!  If, however, you are facing the possibility of not being able to complete this assignment by the end of finals week, please let me know as soon as you can so that we can look into arranging for an Incomplete.  
You may choose one of four options:
(1) a thesis-driven literary analysis focused on one aspect of one or more of the literary texts from the autism unit;
(2) a thesis-driven argument relevant to disability studies that engages substantially with one or two of the theoretical pieces from the final unit;
(3) a thesis-driven literary analysis focused on one aspect of one of the primary literary texts assigned before the final unit that explicitly articulates this work with autism studies [though, if you want to analyze poetry, more than one is acceptable as long as approved by me]; or, 

(4) a thesis-driven argument relevant to disability studies that engages substantially with one or two of the theoretical pieces assigned before the final unit that explicitly articulates the theory with autism studies. 

If you have any questions about these prompts, please just contact me individually.  Also, I have used these same prompts for the past couple of years now in dis/lit, so please recall you are welcome to use the links to the website for earlier iterations of this course if you would like to peruse some samples of work submitted in previous years.  Obviously, these posts do not include any information about the grades students received for any given exam, and I am legally forbidden from sharing any such information with you, but I can discuss what I see as the more general strengths and weaknesses, so, again, just ask if you have questions about whether or not any particular past exam might be an appropriate approach/model to follow.
