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1. Standards:
11.4: The Student will read, comprehend, and analyze relationships among American literature, history, and culture 
b) Compare and contrast the development of American literature in its historical context.
k) Generate and respond logically to literal, inferential, evaluative, synthesizing, and critical thinking questions before, during, and after reading texts.
11.5: The student will read and analyze a variety of nonfiction texts. 
a) Use information from texts to clarify understanding of concepts.
d) Draw conclusions and make inferences on explicit and implied information using textual support 
g) Recognize and analyze use of ambiguity, contradiction, paradox, irony, overstatement, and understatement in text.
11.6: The student will write in a variety of forms, with an emphasis on persuasion.
b) Produce arguments in writing developing a thesis that demonstrates knowledgeable judgements, addresses counterclaims, and provides effective conclusions. 
d) Clarify and defend position with precise and relevant evidence elaborating ideas clearly and accurately. 

2. Objectives: 
a. Students will gain a greater understanding of the moral implications of the characters’ actions.
b. Students will judge the characters’ actions citing evidence from the novel itself.
c. Students will learn the basics of the jury trial system taking on roles as lawyers, defendants, plaintiffs, jury members, and judges.
[bookmark: _fnjk6vnqzbqk]Overview
This activity works in a variety of environments with a variety of texts, but it especially works with Of Mice and Men because there are so many “alleged” crimes committed during the duration of the novel.  The classroom will be transformed into a courtroom.  Not only will students understand the legal system, but they will be able to analyze the given novel and apply what they read to the activity.  Students (with various roles) will be divided into groups according to the “crimes” they will be trying in court.
[bookmark: _lpv6ciisjqp3]Procedure
1. The students are already halfway through Of Mice and Men.   The students will break into groups based on the “crime” being tried in court. Groups should divide their duties and, in writing, prepare for their cases. Cases could include, but are not limited, to:
· The ranch boss sues Lennie and George for showing up late to the ranch
· Lennie and George sue Curley for aggravated assault
· Candy sue's Carlson for killing his dog
· Curly sues Slim for falsified information and coercion
· The state puts Lennie on trial for “murdering” Curley’s wife
· The state accuses Lennie of animal cruelty after the death of his puppy
· The state puts George on trial for “murdering” Lennie
· George and Candy are sued by the state for trying to purchase land
2. The judge for each trial can either be the teacher or a responsible student.
3. Each trial group will be comprised of:
· Defense attorney
· Prosecuting attorney
· Plaintiff
· Defendant
· Witnesses 
4. The jury for each trial will be the rest of the classroom audience.
5. All trial groups should use the novel as their source for all claims and accusations. Quoting from the novel is encouraged. Basically, the trial should proceed as follows:
· The prosecution and defense lawyers will make their opening statements—in essence, what they hope to prove during the trial.
· The prosecuting lawyer will call the accused to the stand and question him or her.
· The defense lawyer will then cross examine and question the accused.
· Each lawyer will then call witnesses to the stand. In turn, each lawyer can cross examine and question the other lawyer’s witnesses.
· After questioning, both lawyers will give closing arguments to the jury. This closing should, in essence, be a persuasive speech to convince the jury of his/her arguments to convict or acquit the defendant.
· The jury (student audience) will deliberate and present their verdict to the judge and the court.
· The judge will then free the defendant (if acquitted) or sentence the defendant (if found guilty).
[bookmark: _chto247rp9sq]Differentiated Instruction
a. Visual and Auditory Learners will have assistance from the teacher and any other accommodations that are required.  (listening devices, personal copies).
b. ESL Students will be paired in groups with students with strong English abilities and or who speak Spanish as a second language.
c. At-risk Students will also have the teachers aid on the assignment.
[bookmark: _cwpgxthk12l6]Materials & Resources
a. Of Mice and Men Books
b. Familiarize the basics of courtroom proceedings.  I.e. http://www.nolo.com/legal-encyclopedia/criminal-trial-procedures-overview-29509.html (copies).  
c. Smart board/projector
d. Hard copies
[bookmark: _fmjo5uuy3pt0]Estimated Time
· One class period for an introduction to the legal system and the roles involved.
· Students will need to meet in their small groups to prepare their cases—at least one class period.
· Two class periods for the various trials from each group.
[bookmark: _6modoe1jkazy]Assessment
· During trial preparation, teachers should ensure that students are on task, taking the project seriously, and are cooperating with each other.
· After the trials, teachers can grade students based on preparation, execution, persuasiveness of arguments, evidence, and level of seriousness.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]At the end of the activity/project the teacher could present an exit slip or peer review form to assess their classmates as well as themselves.
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