MAJOR PAPER/PROJECT

Your Major Paper/Project assignment will be a substantial original paper/project on disability and literature (papers, 1750-2250 words; projects, the equivalent, as determined by your instructor). You may undertake this assignment individually or collaboratively (with up to three other classmates).  
If you select the paper option, your essay may focus on one or more of the texts we’ve read before the Autism unit.  It is essential as you formulate a topic that you remember this is not a report; it is a thesis-driven argument.  
If you select the project option, you come up with an idea and pitch it to me, then together we will negotiate what sort of final product you will submit and how I will evaluate it.  Alternative projects might include creative writing, music, video, visual art, etc.  All projects must include a write-up (minimum 500 words) in which you detail your goals and your process, as well as what you see as the significance of the final result.
All students, regardless of which option they are selecting, will need to turn in an official proposal to me via email by Tues., Apr. 07.  There will be a full grade level penalty to the final grade for missing this deadline.
You must post this paper/project to our course blog (with categories/tags, por favor, including Major Paper/Project, [Writer Name(s)] and [Text Title(s)]), in addition to turning in a hard copy to me.  Your deadline for posting to the blog and turning in a copy to me will be Thurs., Apr. 23.  Papers/projects (including write ups) must be turned in at the beginning of class on the due date to be considered on time; I do not accept papers/projects by email, except as a placeholder in order to qualify as a timely submission.  A late paper/project will have its grade knocked down one full level (that is, from A to B) for each class meeting that passes without your turning it in (beginning with the due date meeting) unless I grant you an extension ahead of time.  
Turning in work falling outside (especially, below) the parameters of the word count requirements also will negatively impact your grade.  Please include your word count somewhere on the essay or your project write-up.  All papers/project write ups should be typed and double spaced; they also should be pledged.
I will grade your major paper (and write up portion of your project) on the accuracy of its content, as well as on all the basic qualities of a successful essay—including but not limited to clear thesis statement, strong organization, logical paragraphing, coherent and appropriately developed presentation, successful integration of quoted material (if applicable), grammatically correct writing, and a mature sense of style. Alternative projects obviously will require an alternative set of grading criteria; these will need to be determined on a case by case basis.  This paper/project will be worth 30% of your final grade (unless you changed that amount via the learning contract option).  
