SHORT READING RESPONSE 
For one class period during the semester, you will need to compose a short thesis-driven paper based on or building off of one or more of the assigned readings for that calendar day.  It perhaps goes without saying, but your thesis should be relevant to our course focus on disability.
After our roster is finalized this Friday, I will assign your writing dates, so you will know by next Tuesday at the latest on which class meeting you will have one of these short papers due.  You will need to plan to work ahead on this date, as you both will upload your response paper to our dis/lit website as a formal post and turn in a hard copy (which will be returned to you with comments and your grade).  Your post must be uploaded to the blog by 11:59 p.m. on the night BEFORE we discuss the specific reading(s); the hard copy is due at the start of class. 
Title your posts/papers as follows: [Name]’s Response to [Name of Writer]’s [Name of Reading]—e.g., Christy’s Response to Simi Linton’s “Reassigning Meaning” or Cristóbal’s Response to Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein and Dorothy Wordsworth’s “Thoughts on My Sick-bed.”  All papers should be typed and double spaced, and they should include the word count total somewhere on the last page.  They also need to be pledged.  
No outside research is required; indeed, ideally, it is just you sitting down and offering your own original reading.  If you do consult any secondary source material at any point during your writing process, though, be sure your thesis is your own, as well as the bulk of your argumentation; this is a personal interpretation, not a report on somebody else’s analysis.  And, of course, make sure you document all borrowed ideas and wording properly following MLA guidelines (7th edition preferred). I expect you to abide by the honor code in all your work for this course, including this blog post.  I will prosecute honor violations, and ignorance is not an excuse where plagiarism is concerned; again, it is your responsibility to avoid misuse of source material(s). If you are at all unclear about any issue related to plagiarism, you always should check with me first before submitting your work.
You may approach this assignment in any number of ways.  You might decide to offer a key passage analysis, discussing how a specific set of sentences/lines or a particular section illuminates an important aspect either of this part of the text or of the text as a whole (i.e., what insights did you arrive at or what questions were raised as a result?).  Or, you could attempt an intertextual comparison, drawing meaningful comparisons and/or contrasts (beyond superficial likenesses or differences) between this text and something else we have read this semester (not necessarily on the same day), whether literary or theoretical?  You could also relate one of our readings to something you have focused on in one of your other courses (e.g., how does one of the theoretical works offer helpful insight into discussions you have been having in another classroom setting, or how does a framework presented in another course provide an angle through which to approach one of our literary texts?).  You even could explain how our reading might serve as a springboard for new (to you, at least) ways to think about cultural phenomena, personal experience, political issues, social problems, world events, etc.  

Feel free to dip into the pool of samples from last year at the dis/lit 19 website to give you a more concrete sense of the range of options open to you.  Or, if you have an idea about something you’d like to pursue but you wonder if it would be acceptable, just check with me ahead of time.  If you are working far enough ahead, I am also happy to read through drafts during office hours and provide feedback on not only the appropriateness of your focus but also any other concerns/issues I might have.  Our course is entitled Disability and Literature, so as a bottom line, just make sure that, even if your aim is to gesture toward intersectional insights and/or questions, your primary emphasis should be concerned with disability.
You will be well served to select a focus that can be meaningfully developed in a short piece of writing while still demonstrating a depth and sophistication to your argument (and, again, your focus should be explicitly relevant to and substantially addressed toward some consideration of disability).  You will be graded on the level of your ideas, as well as on all the basic qualities of a successful essay—including but not limited to clear thesis statement, strong organization, logical paragraphing, coherent and appropriately developed presentation, successful integration of quoted material where applicable, appropriate documentation of outside source material where applicable, grammatically correct writing, and a mature sense of style.
Unless I have granted you an extension ahead of time, failure to meet this deadline will result in your grade for the assignment being knocked down two grade-level notches (e.g., from A+ to A-), and you will lose one further notch (e.g., from A- to B+) if it is not posted by the start of our class meeting.  You also will suffer an additional penalty of a full grade level (e.g., from B+ to C+) for each subsequent class period that passes without your both posting it to the blog and turning in a hard copy.  The word count is 500-625 words, and this assignment will be worth 10% of your final grade for the course.  
